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built this mischief-making cruiser with the full
knowledge of her destination, and from their
abettors in the Cabinet, was taken out of the
pockets of the people,

A more subtle effect of the American war on
English public opinion has now to be considered.
Our Radicals had long looked across the Atlantic
for their example, if not for their ideal. But with
the temporary break-up of the Union a terrible
discredit fell on democracy., which now seemed
incompatible with the existence of a great Power.
That the Americans were struggling desperately to
preserve their national existence gave occasion to
fresh reproach, as the war temporarily put an end
to personal liberty in both the contending Republics.
And some people confidently predicted that the
most successful general would possess himself of
despotic power on the conclusion of the war.
Meanwhile the most was made of the military and
financial errors necessarily incidental to so great a
conflict waged by an inexperienced administration.
Southern successes, due to a defensive position and
to the presence of more professional officers than
the Northern armies could obtain, were credited to
the aristocratic character of the slave power. It
seemed to be forgotten for what military disasters
our own aristocratic institutions had been respon-
sible. In striking contrast to George III., Lincoln
always put the ablest generals he could find in high
command, so that in two years the ablest of all
came to the top.

All this time the splendour and prosperity of the
Second Empire was exercising a fascination on